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In the matter of: Evelyn Odoms
223 S. Clark Street
New Orleans, LA 70119
License #730082

Date offered: May 26, 2016

Date offer expires: June 6,2016

CONSENT AGREEMENT/ORDER

The Louisiana State Board of Practical Nurse Examiners does hereby offer this consent
agreement/order to Evelyn Odoms, license #730082 based on the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

L. The respondent was issued a license to practice practical nursing in the state of Louisiana
on February 24, 1973,

2. The board received information that the respondent was named in a federal indictment, -
According to the indictment, she was charged with count 1, conspiracy to commit
healthcare fraud. It was alleged that she knowingly and willfully executed and attempted
to execute 2 scheme to defraud Medicare, She was one of the named LPNs assigned to
beneficiaries to perform skilled nursing visits in which she routinely falsified
documentation to support the ongoing fraudulent billing,

The respondent was also charged with counts 3 through 22, healthcare fraud. It was
alleged that she participated in a 60 day conference for the purpose of assessing the need
for continued home health while knowing that re-certifications were based on medically
insignificant or falsified bases and that the patients did not require skilled nursing and
were not homebound. She falsely and fraudulently documented skilled nursing visits
from 5/24/09 to 4/25/14. She falsely reported educating a patient on false diagnoses to
support home health visits; however, she only took vital signs on this patient, The
respondent also committed and caused others to commit acts of fraudulent billing to
Medicare for unnecessary home health visits,
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3. The board received information that the respondent pled guilty to one count of aiding and
abetting health care fraud. The respondent admitted to falsely documenting services she
was supposed to provide to patients. She never observed patients exhibit symptoms of the
diagnoses and never taught the patients about the diagnoses; however, she documented
that she had provided these services, The respondent willingly compromised her
independent medical observations and ethics to participate in the health care fraud
scheme in order to obtain a paycheck. She admitted to knowingly and intentionally
aiding and abetting in creating materially false documents that Medicare required and
relied upon in reimbursing Abide for health care claims, The respondent was to be

- sentenced on October 28, 2015, and faces a maximum term of imprisonment for 10 years,
followed by 3 years of supervised release and a $250,000.00 fine.

4. The board received information from the Office of the Inspector General that the
respondent has been excluded from participation in any capacity in the Medicare,
Medicaid, and all Federal health care programs,

5. The board received the respondent’s judgment indicating that she pled guilty to count 17
of the indictment on July 22, 201 5, for Health Care Fraud. According to her judgment,
she was sentenced to probation for a term of three years with special conditions of
supervision and is to submit to a mental health evaluation and participate in any approved
treatment program. She was also ordered to pay restitution in the amount of $2,055.49.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Based on the evidence submitted, the board has concluded that Ms. Odoms is in violation of the
following provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes, Title 37, Chapter 11. Nurses, Part II.
Practical Nurses, Section 969 A. @:

()  is guilty of a crime;

(¢ isunfit, or incompetent by reason of negligence habit, or other causes;

()  is mentally incompetent;

(®  is guilty of unprofessional conduct;

(® has violated any provisions of this Part;

And 978 A (8) Violate any provisions of this Part and B.
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As further defined in the Lonisiana Administrative Code, Title 46, Part XLVIL. Nurses, Subpart
1, Practical Nurses, Section 306, T.

. being guilty of a crime; .
being unfit, or incompetent by reason of negligence, habit or other causes;
being mentally incompetent;
being guilty of unprofessional conduct; '

. failure to practice practical nursing in accordance with the standards
normally expected;

b. failure to utilize appropriate judgment in administering nursing practice;
g improper use of drugs, medical supplies, or patients’ records;

h. misappropriating personal items of an individual or the agency;

i falsifying records;

i intentionally committing any act that adversely affects the physical or
psychosocial welfare of the patient; '

m. failing to report, through the proper channels, facts known regarding the
incompetent, unethical, or illegal practice of any health care provider;

n. being convicted of a crime or offense which reflects the inability of the nurse
to practice practical nursing with due regard for the health and safety of
clients or patients or enters a plea of guilty or nolo contendere to a criminal
charge regardless of final disposition of the criminal proceeding including,
but not limited to, expungement or nonadjudication or pardon;

0. being guilty of moral turpitude;
- p. inappropriate, incomplete or improper documentation;
r. possess a physical or psychological impairment which interferes with the
judgment, skills or abilities required for the practice of practical nursing;
t. violating any provisions of R.S. 37:961 et seq. (the practical nursing practice
act), as amended or aiding or abetting therein,

| ORDER L«Lg,\() W

In lieu of a formal hearing in the matter, the respondent Evelyn Qdoms, license £730082
consents to accept and abide by the following orders of the board:

0! W

1. The respondent’s license to practice practical nursing in the state of Louisiana be
revoked. Revocation in the state of Louisiana is permanent and final,
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2. The respondent shall return his/her current practical nursing license to the board office
within ten (10) days of the date of this signed agreement, -

3. The respondent agrees as part of this consent agreement that he/she shall not practice

and/or attempt to practice practical nursing in this state involving the direct and/or
indirect care of any persons.

Public Records

This order is public record. All disciplinary actions of the board will be reported to
all required data banks and agencies as required by law.
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CONSENT AGREEMENT/ORDER ACCEPTAN CE

L, Evelyn Odoms, the undersigned respondent, agree that the board has jurisdiction over the matter and specifically
waive my right to contest these findings in any subsequent proceedings before the board. I understand that this
agreement shall constitute as public record and is considered disciplinary action by the board. I also understand that
this action will be reported as mandated to all state and federal agencies.

I further acknowledge and attest that I have fully cooperated with the Louisiana State Board of Practical Nurse
Examiners in resolving this matter and intend to comply with all stipulations of this agreement.

I voluntarily agree to sign and have witmessed the terms of this agreement for the purpose of avoiding a formal
hearing with the Louisiana State Board of Practical Nurse Examiners,

1 do say that I freely, knowingly and voluntarily enter into this agreement. I understand that I have arightto a
hearing in the matter and I freely waive such right. Tunderstand that have a right to legal counsel prior to entering
into this agreement.

T understand that this agreement is effective immediately upon signature of the executive director and will become an
order of the board. 1t is understood that this agreement does not preclude the Board of Practical Nurse Examiners
from requiring a formal hearing of my case. I further understand that should this agreement not be accepted by the
board, I agree that presentation to and consideration of this agreement, the documenting evidence and information
obtained by the board shall not unfairly or illegally prejudice the board or any of its members from participation in
hearings or other proceedings pertaining to these or other matters.

slae/ie
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